[43

while ths Marathwada comprising the five districts
of Aurangabad, Gsrnanabad, Bhir, Parbhani, Nanded
and portion of Bidar which is predominantly marathi
speaking was transferred to Maharashtra State.
These changes were effected on the 1st November,
1956.

Hyderabad, as the State Headquarters district
since the heyday of the Nizam's rule, had occupied a
central position both geographically, and politically.
The district was known for long as the Atraf-i-Balda
district meaning "Suburbs of the City". It compri-
sed the sarf-i-Khas ilaqas that were situated around
the city of Hyderabad and formed into a district and
was placed under a Talukdar subject to the direct

control and supervision of the Sarf-i-khas Secretary.
This district plus other Crown lands spreading all
over the dominions constituted the personal property
of the Nizam. They came to be regarded as a State
within a State1 and remained territorially unaltered
since the turn of the century though numerous cha-
nges were noticed in regard to other districts over
decades. It was only in the decade 1941 - 51 that
the district had undergone a radical territorial
change when both the Atraf-i-Balda district and the
district of Baghat were abolished and the present
Hyderabad district was created. Subsequently, the
district passed under the Central .Administration
(1948) and ceased to be the ruler's personal
property.